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President’s QRM

As we look ahead to next month’s ARRL Field Day, | want to take a moment to
emphasize something that is absolutely critical to our success: member partici-
pation—especially at the operating positions.

Field Day is more than just an annual event. It’s the single best opportunity we

have to demonstrate the strength, readiness, and technical skill of our club. It’s
where everything we’ve built—our knowledge, our equipment, and our team-
work—comes together in one coordinated effort.

This year, HPARC will be operating three or four operating positions, which
gives us a tremendous opportunity to maximize contacts and showcase our
capabilities. However, those stations are only as effective as the operators be-
hind them.

Why Signing Up Matters

Each station needs consistent coverage throughout the event. When operators
sign up in advance, it allows us to:

® Ensure continuous operation across all bands and modes
® Avoid operator fatigue and last-minute scrambling

® Strategically match operator strengths to station capabilities 3

Present a professional, organized presence to visitors and guests

Simply put: An idle station is a missed opportunity.

This Is Where You Come In

Whether you’re a seasoned operator or someone who has only been on the air
a handful of times, Field Day is for you.

® Newer members gain real-world experience in a supportive environment

® Experienced operators help lead, mentor, and elevate the entire team
Everyone contributes to the club’s overall success and score

Even a half hour shift makes a meaningful difference.

More Than Just Contacts

Field Day is also about visibility. It’s our chance to demonstrate amateur radio’s
role in:

® Emergency communications

®  Public service
Technical innovation
When all three stations are active, it sends a powerful message: HPARC is en-
gaged, capable, and ready.
Continued on Page 5

General Meetings are heald
the second Wednesday of the
month, 7:30 pm at the Hazel
Park Library and on Zoom With
Socializing At 7:00 pm .

See you there!

Club Officers:

President: Joe WBSADX

1st. VP: Len AD8FK

2nd. VP: Andrew AJOWX
Secretary: Reuven KB3EHW
Treasurer: Bob N8REL
Parliamentarian: Hugh KES8BED
Director: Dave W8HOO

Zero Beat Editor: Mike N8VDZ

I've been asked to
say a few words about my
latest antenna install.




Hamvention 2026
Dayton, Ohio

The ARROW Communications
Association and the Toledo Mo-
bile Radio Association (TMRA)
are proud to sponsor a motor
coach trip to the Hamvention
2026 in Dayton, Ohio. This one-
day trip leaves early in the morn-
ing on May 16, 2026, and returns
the same day after Hamvention
closes for the day at 5:00
p.m. The bus has two pickup
spots, in Ann Arbor and in Toledo
(Rossford). Please join us!

Tickets are $95 per person Janu-
ary 1st 2026 — April 17th 2026 or
$110 per person April 18th 2026
— May 15th 2026.

Please note that this does not
include the Hamvention ticket,
which you need to purchase sep-
arately.

To Register and see full Details
visit:
https://w8rp.org/daytonbus2026/

There are two pickup/drop off
locations on May 16th, 2026

Ann Arbor— 601 W Stadium
Blvd, Ann Arbor, MI - De-
parting 4:30 am

Toledo— 727 Lime City Rd.
Rossford, OH — Departing 5:30
am

On board, you can stretch out,
relax, take a nap, chat with other
hams, and enjoy a light breakfast
with coffee as the coach takes
you directly to the country’s larg-
est amateur radio event!

Need to get Caught up on the Repeater Upgrade?

The Repeater Grant Team is working hard to get the repeater
replaced. Please check out the News feeds at HPARC.org

DMR Pi-Star Hotspot Information

By John Loose KD1IX , Submitted by Reuvin KB3EHW

DMR is gaining popularity with hams. Once you get a DMR radio, you can either go through a
local repeater to make contacts or you can purchase a pi-star hotspot and use that as your
own personal repeater and never have to use a local repeater again unless you need to. You
can either purchase a hotspot kit or you can purchase one that is already built. | chose to
purchase one from Amazon. Here is a direct “affiliate” link to the hotspot | use: https://
amzn.to/4lghluv
Note: This is an affiliate link. Amazon may pay me a few pennies but it will not cost you any
more to use this link. | have no problem reaching this from one end of my house to the other
using low power on my DMR radio. This hotspot can also be used in your car or at a park
WITHOUT WIFI by using a small power source like a power brick and a USB cable along with
your iPhone. It will connect to your phone’s Personal Hotspot. That configuration is another
article.
How to Steps:

Apply power to the pi-star hotspot

Plug a network cable between the hotspot and your network router

Once it’s booted up, look at the hotspot for the IP Address displayed that the router

assigned
To access the dashboard, use a browser that’s on your home network and put the IP
address in. Example: http://192.168.1.55/
Click on Configuration
Sign in with your Username and Password
Usually, the Username will be “pi-star”. The password will be listed in the
hotspot paperwork
Use the following information to finish setting up the hotspot

Control Software section:

Controller SW: NMDVMHost

Controller Mode: Simplex

Hit Apply Changes and wait 15 seconds for reboot.
Select the pi-star modem again and go to configuration...
General Configuration section:

Select DMR mode

Set Display to OLED

Hit Apply Changes and wait 15 seconds for reboot.
Select the pi-star modem again and go to configuration...
General Configuration section:

Set Mode Callsign to your call sign

Set DMR ID to your DMR ID your DMR ID

Set Radio Frequency to 446.55000 (Set to the frequency the Code Plug is set to)

“One day, son, all of these perfectly good A.C. adapters, which have long
outlived the products they were originally designed for, will be yours.”

Continued on page 3
Join us for breakfast, every Saturday, 8 am at
the Cozy Cabin Restaurant, 12 Mile just east of
Dequindre.



DMR Pi-Star... Set Lat your Latitude

Set Long to your Longitude (Usually a negative number)
Set Town to your Town and State

Set Country: USA

Set URL for QRZ bio: (Set it to your QRZ bio)

Set Radio/Modem type (very important): Choose STM32-DVM / MMDVM_HS — Raspberry Pi Hat (GP10)
Set Mode Type: Private

Set System Time Zone: America/New_York

Set Dashboard to english_us

Hit Apply Changes and wait 15 seconds for reboot.
Select the pi-star modem again and go to configuration...
DMR Configuration section:

Set DMR Master: BM_United_States_3102

Set Color Code: 1

Hit Apply Changes and wait 15 seconds for reboot.
Select the pi-star modem again and go to configuration...
Firewall Configuration section:

Leave this section as below:

Firewall Conﬁiuralion

Dashboard Access: ® private O public
ircDDGBateway Remote: @ Private O Fublic
SSH Access: ® private Opublic
to AP: ®on Oore [ Note: Reboot Required if changed
uPNP: ®on Oozz

Now go to Expert at the top

Pi-Star Digital Voice - Configuration

Dashboard | Admin m Calibrate | Power | Update | Backup/Restore | Factory Reset

Click on NMDVMHost

Scroll down to the Modem section:

Set RxOffset to -475 but if it is already set to a number, leave that!

Set TXOffset to -475 but if it is already set to a number, leave that!

Hit Apply Changes and wait 15 seconds for reboot.

Select the pi-star modem again and go to configuration...

On the dashboard, you should see DMR as Green, Network Status as DMR Green, Radio info Trx as Orange or Green and
DMR Repeater TS2 as Green/enabled. See below. This is the normal dashboard. Time shows you what time someone
talked. Mode shows the mode was DMR using Time Slot 2. Callsign is who transmitted. Target shows you what Talk Group

you are listening to. Dur is the time they talked in seconds. Loss shows you if someon€’s signal has a loss or degradation

of signal. Continued on page 5

Local Area Nets Double Nickel: 443.550 PL 107.2 Mondays 6:30 pm

HPARC Friendship Net:146.640 PL 100—Sunday 9:00 pm GMARC Information Net: 145.210 PL 100.0 Mondays 8:00 pm
Warren CERT: 443.550 PL 107.2 2" & 4t Mondays 8:30 pm Wayne Co. Repeater Crawl: 145.330 PL 100 Fridays 7:00 pm
Macomb ARPSC: 142.700 PL 100 Thursday 7:00 pm Southeastern Michigan Traffic Net:146.760 PL 100.0 Daily 10:15 pm

Oakland ARPSC: 146.900- PL 100.0 Thursdays at 8pm
Wayne ARPSC: 145.33+ PL 100 Wednesday 9:00 pm




From the Treasurer, Bob NSREL

Hazel Park Amateur Radio Club
Income Statement: Actual v Budget

FYE 06-30-2026 as of April 30, 2026 J
period as indicated
[#** does not include Grant activit, separate ST
Current Month - April Year to date
month ACTUAL month BUDGET Variance Actual YTD Budget’
e/ (antas) (o] ()
Summary
TOTAL INCOML 235.00 220.00 15.00| 1,389.00 2,340.00 (951.00)
TOTAL EXPENSE 109.53 110.00 0.47 2,398.30 4,832.00 2,433.70|
Net 125.47 110.00 15.47| (1,009.30) (2,492.00) 1,482.70|
ARDC Grant progress by month
at July 31, 2025 at Aug 31, 2025 at Sept 30, 2025 at Oct 31, 2025 at Nov 30, 2025 at Dec 31, 2025 at Jan 31, 2026
Avail at Beginning of Month 26,263.20 26,263.20 16,895.20 16,007.20 16,007.20 7.,590.33 7,590.33
used 0.00 / 9,368.00 / 888.00 / 0.00 / 8,416.87 / 0.00 0.00
Remaining Grant fund NOT including Club contrib 26,263.20 16,895.20 16,007.20 16,007.20 7,590.33 7,590.33 7.590.33

IT'S MY HOBBY, WHAT CAN I DO?

NEW HAM OR OLD, WHAT MIGHT | DO AS AN AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR

PUBLIC SERVICE

Some people like to get on their radio and just find people to
talk to. Some want to do contests or go out and do POTA.
But that is not everyone. Maybe you got your license be-
cause you realized that if something really bad happens the
only communications that will continue to work is amateur
radio. That may mean you are more focused on emergency
preparedness.

Emergency preparedness is a very different way of using
your license. For example we don’t just get on frequency
and jibber jabber. We keep all of our messages as short as
possible realizing that when | am keyed up Priority/
Emergency traffic can not get through. But there is way
more to it than that. We have local Community Emergency
Response Teams (CERT) and Amateur Radio Public Service
Corps (ARPSC) teams. CERT teams are usually city based and
ARPSCs are county based but they do similar things. The
biggest difference between the two is ARPSC is focused on
emergency Communications because pretty much everyone
has their license and CERT teams, many or most do not have
their license.

The kind of things that these teams do normally is train and
practice for emergencies. Not emergencies like a heart
attack (but not out of scope completely,) but tornados,
floods, terrorist attacks, those kinds of emergencies. We
train and hope we never need to use our training.

In the mean time the good teams do several events through-
out the year. Some are just radio tests, “You go there, You
go there and you go there and see if you can make contact
simplex.” Another common activity is hospital nets. Often
an operator will be at every hospital in the county and make
sure they can all communicate with each other and other
hams, members and not are also allowed to check in helping
to show wherever the emergency is in the county all hospi-
tals can communicate there too.

2 times a year the state comes up with a scenario for a Simu-
lated Emergency Test (SET). Each county get’s that same
scenario and county EM leadership fine tunes the scenario
to fit their county. On May 2 the sce-
nario was a widespread and extended

Continued on page 5



Continued — President’s QRM

Call to Action
In the coming days, you’ll see the operator sign-up schedule circulated.
| strongly encourage each of you to:

® Choose a time slot

® Commit to a station

Be part of the action

Let’s make this year’s Field Day one where all three stations are fully
staffed, fully active, and fully representative of what HPARC can ac-
complish together.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to the club.

See you on the air.

Joe WB8ADX

Continued — DMR Pi-Star

szt TipS:
Pi-Star Digital Voice Dashboard for KD1IX

Dashboard | Admin | Configuration
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TELL US ABOUT IT!

Member News

Did you :

Participate in a contest?

Build an antenna?

Travel and make contacts?

Bounce a signal off the moon?

Upgrade your license?

What are you doing in the world of amateur radio
that you’d like to share with the club.

Send it to Mike N8VDZ
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Hotspot, you can test it.

e Test the Hotspot first by talking to the PARROT to establish that y
hotspot are working. You will see your RF signal and then when the PARROT
responds, you will see that.

e  Once done testing, key up the 4000 disconnect

e If on the dashboard you see a bit error rate of 19% or higher, your hotspot will

not work.

our radio and

e Now choose the talk group you want to listen or talk to and wait for a clear

channel Key and announce your call sign
e Enjoythe QSO’s
e  When done for the day, key up the 4000 disconnect to disconnect

group
e You will not see any more contacts on the dashboard because you

from the talk

disconnected

See this video for additional information to program a hotspot: https://youtu.be/

DDZMY_6qjjl

Continued - It’s my hobby

power outage. Using that the ARPSC teams react to
that and learn how well they would respond in such
an emergency. It could be delivering water from
the grocery store to a location (simulated of
course) or it could be going to locations to report
whether that gas station has a generator and there-
fore has power to pump gas. Reporting civil unrest
if necessary which will get relayed to authorities or

other groups that need the information.

Being prepared for an emergency is one thing but
being prepared to help your community in an
emergency is a big step up. But saying “When it
happens | will join up” will not work. There is train-
ing and each team is just a little different. If you are
untrained we will certainly take your information
and get you on the list but yes, you will be on the
bottom of the list.

So if emergency management interests you espe-
cially as a HAM, then hunt down the ARPSC or CERT
team in your area. Elsewhere in this newsletter you
will find a list of local NETS. 4 of them are dedicat-
ed to emergency management and all will take your
check-in, member or not. From there you can glean
more info on how to join them.

Have fun out there, and remember, it’s YOUR hobby
Mike N8VDZ



