February 13, 2013
7:30 P.M.
(socializing begins at 7)
Hoover Elementary School
23720 Hoover Ave.
Hazel Park 48030

February 2013 \

The Zero Beat

General Meeting

Around Town 9
Contests/DX 4
CW, Anyone? 5

Hamfests 9

HPARC Forum

7
HPARC Hamfest 6
4

LOTW Status
Meeting Minutes 8
Nets 3

Officers/Volunteers 2

OntAir Events 4
QRM 1

QSO Party Calendar 9
Repeater Committee 5
Skywarn Training 3
Solar Cycle 7
Winter Hats 3

The next meeting of the Hazel Park Amateur Radio Club will be held on Wednesday,
February 13, at 7:30 PM. Larry Koziel KBMU will demonstrate the newest facet of the
club's online presence-Hazel Park ARC Forum. The forum provides a place to carry on
conversations in areas of interest to club members. Larry will show you the basics, as wq
as features like attaching pictures to postings, and following selected parts of the forum
by emai | . (Thereds a related article on p

Come early and visit with fellow hams. Everyone is welcome to come to the meeting ar
bring a friend. Coffee and donuts will be provided during the break.

Anyone wishing to join the club, please go to the websitevw.hparc.orgFill out the
membership form and bring a printed copy to the meeting. Membership forms can also b
filled out onsite before the meeting.

Pr esi dent 6 s QR M

| am writing this column at 8 PM on few things that Bernie, W8NBC had left to
Sunday, a while after we finished up with chance. He certainly did a good job getting
the last onsite details of putting on the everything else together. It seems like Barb,
swap. And right now | send a huge KD8SAA may have been involved a bit, also.
0Thanksd6é to those wAnaddiianal eotefrdmeouréreasurer, Bob,
working, moving tables and chairs and is that we did well on the swap, as far as
making sure that things wound up where expenses versus income, at least so far. So
they were supposed to be. Also, avery  we can afford to have food again this field
hearty OTHANK YOUO6 dag. t he party respon-
sible for the weather being so perfect for ~ We did get several comments from people

a swap, and for the snow waiting until who said that our swap was the best in the
Monday. area, and that we were the friendliest group
Great work, my friends. having a swap. For that, | thank all of the

This swap started out slower than club members. One thing that we should

those of the past few years, but we had realize is that the secondary effects of our
very good attendance in spite of that. Of effort to be friendly at the swap is that those
course the weather did help a bit, it was  attending enjoyed it, which means that they
the best weather for a swap in many will probably want to attend next year, and
years. The weather was one of the very (Continued
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1 President Bill Ketel 1 Treasurer Bob Lauer (Continued from page
N8QVS 248544-2452 KD8AMP 248 6524211 they may also tell their

wketel2@wowway.com
1 1st VP. Jim Poehlman
K8ABZ 248310-0086
K8ABZ@arrl.net
1 2nd VP, Larry Koziel
K8MU 586-770-2545
k8mu@amsat.org

1 Secretary Walt Carter
KD8LWC 248548-4645

pidge4645@aol.com

rlau6@aol.com

9 Director. Wes Plouff
ACB8JF 248420-9712

ac8jf@arrl.net

9 Parliamentarian
Ed Walton NS8LBS
248-649-5851 wal-
toned@sbcalobal.net

9 Technical Coordinator &
WS8HP Trustee
Murray Scott

KESBUM@arrl.net

1 W8JXU Trustee:
Bill Ketel N8QVS

1 Education/VE Testing:
Jerry Begel WONPI
w9npi@comecast.net

1 Contest Mentors:

Mike WD8Swd8s@atrrl.net
Gerry K8BGk8gt@arrl.net

1 Public Information Officer:
Jerry Begel WONPI
w9npi@comecast.net

1 LoTW Manager:

Murray Scott KESBUM
keBum@arrl.net

1 Newsletter:
Wes Plouff AC8JF
ac8jf@arrl.net

1 VUCC/WAS Awards Card
Checker:Sean Fleming
K8KHZk8khz@yahoo.com

 Siren Tests:
Marsha Fleming NS8FE
248-542-9573
Assist Ed Walton N8LBS

1 Meeting Coffee:
Bernie Hildebrand W8NB(

1 Donuts:Rey Bora W8REY|

1 Sunday NetBill Ketel
N8B8QVS 248544 -2452

wketel2@wowway.com
Banquet: Rey Bora W8RE
rey62@aol.com

Field Day Chair:

John Teagardin, AASUU
aa8uu@arrl.net

HPARC Official Cook:
Bill Ketel NBQVS

1

Swap Swap Chair

Bernie Hildebrand WSNBC

bernieah@hotmail.com

1 Holiday Party: The Board

Webmaster:
Larry Koziel KBMU
k8mu@amsat.org

Mike WD8S

MS Walk Chair:
Phil AASKR 586338-4139

Walk for Babies Chair:
Jim K8ABZ8abz@arrl.nef
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about what a great swap it was. That would improve at-
tendance next year. According to the initial account, we
sold 617 tickets this year. | think that is better than the
past few swaps, and it is good by any standard.
Working at the back door, | saw a few real treasures
carried in, and later | saw other treasures being carried
out. Did anybody purchase some treasure that they wou

like to tell the club members about? The Sunday evening

net is the perfect place for that.

| should be able to comment about what the presenta-
tion wild!l be at the Febru
that information yet. But | am certain that it will be both
educational and interesting, and probably what we learn
will be useful. | am looking forward to it.

A useful thing for certificate chasers to know is that ou
friend Sean Fleming, KBKHZ is still the primary card
checker in this area. The convenience and security for
your cards that Hadbawairlda
quite valuable, since some of those cards are not replac
able, should they get lost in the mail. Bundles of cards d
get damaged in the mail sometimes, and alternatives
such as UPS Secure shipping are not cheap. Do we kng
any cheap hams?

Field Day is coming, and while it is a while off, now is t
time to start planning on what equipment will be used an
what accessories wild.l be
and start planning now.

I look forward to seeing everybody at the meeting on
February 13, in the gym at Hoover Elementary School.
The callto-order will be at 7:30 PM, and the coffee will be
available prior to the meeting starting. The casual social
gathering starts around 7:00 PM.

73 de N8QVS, William Ketel
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER

Ken Hooper KE4BIO

www. hpar c
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HPARC NETS

Skywarn Training

HPARC Official Sunday Nightri@eter Phone Net
Every Sunday at 9:00 PM local time on the DART re- program will be offered in both Oakland and Macomb
peater, ;46'64 (F_)L 100), Catc_h up on club news and Counties in coming months. Not all tornadoes show up on
information, and just to keep in touch. Allamateurs  \yeather radar. Skywarn volunteers are often the first to

Training for the Skywarn severe weather spotting

are welcome to check in. give the alert in situationpns w
R (- ou LU (4
N8WYO CW nefMedium speed) Skywarn training classes give individuals the basic tools
Named in memory of Al NBWYO. The net meets Tuesday needed to be severe weather spotters. They are taught
night at 8:00 PM 0n28.028 MHz All amateurs are what and where to look for dangerous weather, and how to
welcome.CW speed fluctuates between 2@5 WPM, but  report it. Classes are free and last about two hours.
Joe will slow it down if necessary.isten in at 8 PM sharp! Oakland Countylasses will be held as follows:
§ Mon, Feb. 25, 79 PM, Groveland Twp Fire Station #1
Wolverine Net § Wed, Feb. 27, 688 PM, Southfield Civic Center Library

The 75 Meter Wolverine Net meets on 3935 KHz daily at § Wed, Mar. 6, 79 PM, Oakland County Homeland
7:00 PM local time, with prenet starting at 6:00 PM. You
can get details fromhttp://www.wssbn.com/ 5

Security Division (EOB Bldg 41W)

Mon, Mar. 11, 79 PM, Groves HS, Beverly Hills

§ Sat, Apr. 20, 10 AMhoon, Oakland County Homeland
Security Division (EOB Bldg 41W)

§ Sat, Apr. 20, 13 PM, Oakland County Homeland
Security Division (EOB Bldg 41W)

§ Tue, Apr. 23, @ PM, Rochester Hills Fire Station #1

To register, go tavww.oakgov.com/homelandsecurity
and click on the Skywarn logo, or call (248) 858300.

Oakland County ARPSC

Every Thursday @ 8 pm on 146.90 (PL 100). Hospital
Radio Net onlast Thursday of each month @7:30.
(WBOAKS3 will run packet on 147.56 MHz for those
wanting to practice and test their equipment)
http://www.arpsc.com/

NTS Traffic Nets

The Southeast Michigan National Traffic System (NTS) net
Normally held every night at 10:15 PM local time on the
146.76 (PL 100) repeater. New people are welcome.

Macomb County classes will be held as follows:
§ April 3,2013 @ 6:30 PM
§ April 16, 2013 @ 6:30 PM
8§ April 20, 2013 @ 9:30 AM.

Nearby Club Nets on HF All classes will be held at the MISD Building, 44001
Mon @ 7:30 PM, LCARC 15M CW, 21.165 Garfield, Clinton Township in Room 100BRlease call
Mon @ 8:30 PM, LCARC 15M SSB, 21.395 (586) 469-6392 to register.

Wed @ 7:00 PM, USECA 6M SSB, 50.140
Fri @ 9 PM, USECA 80M CW, 3.570
Fri @ 10 PM, USECA 10M SSB, 28.425

Winter Hats and Gloves Wanted

AMVETS District Il, of Madison Heights, is seeking h@its
and gloves, as well as other items of warm clothing, to
help 578 homeless veterans, both men and women,
living at shelters in Southeast Michigan. This clothing i
often all they have to keep them warm through the

winter. If you have items to donate, in good condition,
please bring them to Ken Krause AD8M at the next
HPARC meeting.
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CQ DX

8P9 Barbadogi An eightmember DXpedition will operate
160-10m using 100 watt rigs and Buddipole antennas until
2/6. QSL via instructions under each call on QRZ.com.

6W Senegafi 6W/F6IRS JearClaude will operate on all
bands SSB, holidatyle to 2/7. QSL to home call via buro.

will operate 40m and up until 2/8. QSL via home call.

J7 Dominicdl J76A Tony will operate in his spare time
160-6m until 2/11. QSL via his home call W3UR.

S7 Seychelles S79AN Bert will operate from Mahe Is,
Seychelles, 806m SSB and CW, 2/4/11. QSL via CX3AN.

5X Ugandd 5X8C, a large international DXpedition, will
operate six stations on 16610m all modes 2/8-2/18.
More information atwww.5x2013.com

ZK3 Tokelau 181 ZK3T Dieter is active until 2/20 on 160
10m, CW and some RTTY. QSL via DJ2EH.

5H Zanzibafi5H1Z Sam will be active until 2/28 on 40
10m SSB and CW. QSL via F6AML.

5W Samodi 5WO0W Ralph will be active on 200m SSB
and digital modes until 3/3. QSL via NR6M.

4S Sri Lankd 4S7KKG Peter will be active until 3/09,

J5 GuineaBissauiJ5UAPPeter will be active on 1680m
CW until 3/10. QSL via HA3AUI, direct only. AlS&2HF, a
group of five Italian ops, will be active 2/168/2 on SSB, HF
and 6 meters. QSL via I3LDP.

5V Togdi 5V7JD Jack will be active holiday style 2{4
3/15. QSL via F8AEJ.

XU Cambodia XU7ACQ will be active 800m 2/10 -3/18.
QSL via KFORQ.

V6 Micronesidi V63ZM Bob will be active on 84.0m,
maybe 160m, 2/13-2/23. He will also operate as
KH2/G3ZEM from Guam 2/91/12. QSL via MOURX.

XT Burkina FasBXT2TT, an Italian group, active 2/21
3/6 with four stations. Seewww.i2ysb.com/idt

LOTW Status

sigh of relief. Starting around January 10, the processing
backlog started shrinking. By January 15, it was down to a
few hours, and now runs only minutes or seconds. Spot
checks ofhttp://www.arrl.org/logbook-queue-status show
a capacity of about 250 logs per hour, which means new
LOTW entries should show up quickly except after major
contests.

Since the upgraded computers at ARRL HQ are doing
their job well,

\ Hazel Park Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 368, Hazel Park, MI 48030

Contest Corner

FR Reunion I8 FR/FBAPV Pierre and FR/F8EOI Stephane

mainly on CW and digital modes. QSL via home call DCOKK

For details visit the WA7BNM Contest Calendar or the
ARRL Contest Roundup

February 2013

2 Minnesota QSO Party

2-3 EPC WW PSK Contest

2-3 Vermont QSO Party

2-3 British Columbia QSO Party

2-3 Delaware QSO Party

2-3 TenTen Winter Phone QSO Party, SSB
2-3 Black Sea Cup International

8-10 YL-OM Contest

9-10 CQ WW RTTY WPX

9-10 Dutch PACC Contest

9-10 Louisiana QSO Party

9-10 New Hampshire QSO Party

9-10 AM QSO Party, AM only

10-11 Classic Exchange, AMBSB (feat. classic rigs)
11-15 ARRL School Club Roundup

15-16 Russian WW PSK Contest

1617 ARRL I nt ol CW DX Cont e
22-24 CQ WW 160 Meter SSB Contest
23-24 REF Contest (France), SSB

23-24 UBA Contest (Belgium), CW

23-24 North American QSO Party, RTTY
23-24 Mississippi QSO Party

24-25 North Carolina QSO Party

March 2013
23 ARRL I nt ol SSB DX Cont e g
16-17 Russian DX Contest

On -Air Events

ARRL Logbook Of The World (LOTW) users can breathe a

t hiZroBea@mt ur e

Stations commemorating special events. Work these for
special QSL cards and certificates.

Until 2/4 i W5B, Buddy Holly memorial, Lubbock, TX.
18.150 14.260 7.260 3.860. www.amcrc.com/w5b

Until 2/18 fi OE2013__ A Special prefix to celebrate the
FIS Alpine World Ski Championships at Schladming,
Austria. Look up individual calls on QRZ.com. Award
information at http://wmdiplom2013.0evsv.at.

29 ANISGAThomas A. Edi sonds B
1400-2000Z, 28.370 21.370 14.270 7.270. QSL or certif-

icate available, send SASE to NISN.
wondt be in future

rth
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Repeater

Committee Report

By Tony Gallucci/N8VR

I know itds hard to see
has been a flurry of activity in the background. Hopefully
some of you were able to participate in our VHF repeater
test on Jan 19th. We are trying to establish just how well
the DART works with and without the remote receive sites,
and to do that we needed to put operators in specific
locations. We still haven't fixed the East Side receive, but
we do better understand what the issue is. The good news

440 link receiver at the main site igntroducing some
strange audio. Hopefully it will be an easy fix!

The DART has put togetherfall team to manage the
repeater. Up unt il now,
responsibility, and he's had the burden of keeping it on the

meter, but once we brought the UHF and 4 remote receive
sites online several years ago, the work grew dramatically.
To allow the DART to continue to grow, we need to have a
larger group of people managing it.

As committee chair, I've pulled together a few folks who

a n Qarter KRBLWICn John IPallman K&ZIEJ, dIolmeleagaedin

is that it seems the East remote is working properly, but the  Simultaneously the HPARC Forum

i t OrecortiseThare aM 2 sectiang thé¢ein® apbh tsthe erdide e

air by himself. This wasn't so difficult when it was just the 2 interest to the club members in the DART Board forum.

will serve as committee members. They are: Jon Benavides friendliest repeater in town, and that starts with us.

KEBCU, Alex Bertalan NBAJB, David Drapkin N2PQW, Wal

AA8UU, Jerry Schuman KA8D, Murray Scott KEBUM and E
Walton N8LBS.

The committee's purposas to keep the DART operating
well, but more importantly develop several members who
understand its operation and can service it. I'm hoping that
by pairing a variety of these guys together, we can elmer
and respond more quickly when there is a problem.

(http://forum.hparc.org/ ) was brought online; this has
been a great help to our committee as it serves as our
main collection site for our discussions and electronic

club, and one specifically for our committee. I'll post info of

If you are interested in assisting with DART testing,
please email me at N8VR@arrl.net. The best way to be
involved in the repeater system is to actually use it. Get on
the air and throw out your call sign. If someone calls out,
respond to them. As Bill/N8QVS says, we want to be the

Cw,

Anyone?

By Jon Benavides KESCU
Have you ever wanted to learn to copy CW? Have you
|l earned CW but havendt

something about it? Have you ever wondered why in the
world amateur radio operators still use this method of
communication? Letds find

Invented back in 1836 by Samuel Morse along with
Joseph Henry and Alfred Vail who were working on a DC
telegraph system, the first code was created. It went
through changes over the years. At first, what was nothing
more than clicks caused from a striker and electric coll, it
later changed to a stylus making marks on a paper tape,
and was originally slated for just numbers. Morse code
underwent changes up to the 1890s when it was being
used for telegraphy over the air waves.

CW stands f or 0 c o ndffkeyingofias

-\ Hazel Park Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 368, Hazel Park, MI 48030

p r a ¢ tCWdasdnany advaatagesoovegphdné aoranfunidationst
answer to either of those questions is yes, then why not do First, CW has the ability to be heard much more reliably

ocan filter a CW transmission to a very narrow bandwidth.

carrier. Even though it is a very old method of transmitting
information, it is still widely used today.

during periods of high noise, especially where weak signalg
are involved. Because there is no audio information, you

This allows stations operating CW to use frequencies very
close to one another without interfering, allowing more
stations to fit within an area of the band. For instance, a
typical AM station requires a filter around 6 Khz, while SSB
is about half that at 2.5 KHz. CW under normal conditions
needs around 400 Hz but can be narrowed down to
around 200 Hz depending on your preference.

Unlike phone communications, CW does require some
skill I'tds not somet hing

wave, 6 just on (Continu@d
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HPARC Hamfest Recap

By Bernie Hildebrand W8NBC

Here we are having just finished our 47th annual HPARC
Swap and Shop. All went well despite a couple of glitches
early on. Then on the day of the swap we had terrific winds
that | am sure kept some from attending. | know it did
keep one vendor from driving down to join us. The setup
went real well on Saturday. Tables came in and it went
fairly fast. Tear down on Sunday went real well, in fact if
the table supplier had been on time we would have made
it out in record time.

We had over 600 tickets sold. | looked around the corner
from our swap table at about 9:00 am and the aisles
between tables were packed with people. | was glad to see
one of our Canadian friends won one of the cash prizes. It
was good to hear from the attendees that they were
impressed with the way the club members helped them.

All'in all it went well and a big THANK YOU to all who
helped with the swap from the set up to the tear down. As |
said, this is a group event, not a one person show. Thank
you all again.

Photos by Wes Plouff AC8JF

Classified Ad

FOR SALE: Kenwood BS0AT HF transceiver, 100W household. Rig is in excellent condition.

on 160-10 meters including WARC bands. Buih Asking $600.00 or make an offer. Call Les KF8UU at
antenna tuner; SSB filter installed. Includes M0 desk 248-399-0158.

mic and service manual. Original owner, nesmoking
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